
The Marriage Index
A Proposal to Establish Leading Marriage Indicators

Why do we so carefully measure and widely publicize leading U.S. eco-

nomic indicators, and do everything we can to improve them, while
rarely bothering to measure our leading marriage indicators, or try to
do anything as a society to improve them? Why is there is no equiva-
lent effort to focus on marriage?

We don’t have, as in the case of the economy, generally accepted
leading measurements for marriage, or even much of a sense that such
measurements would truly matter. As a result, to whatever degree we
do have them, they actually don’t matter much.

But the U.S. needs a Marriage Index, because unless we know
where we are, and why that matters, we can’t know where to go;
because no social progress is possible without widely shared, trackable
goals; because for any society that cares about its future, leading mar-

riage indicators are as important as leading economic indicators.
The absence of a clear, compelling, and commonly-agreed upon set of leading marriage

indicators prevents us from focusing clearly on the health of marriage in America. Consequently,
policy makers and opinion leaders rarely seem to care about marriage trends, or even notice them.

Now, this situation can change. A bipartisan group of scholars and leaders has now
carefully developed a set of leading marriage indicators—fundamental, well-chosen measurements
that accurately reveal the direction and overall health of marriage as a U.S. social institution.
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To order The Marriage Index, please return the form below, along with your payment, to: Institute for
American Values, 1841 Broadway, Suite 211, NY, New York 10023; T. (212) 246-3942; F. (212) 541-6665;
email: charity@americanvalues.org. All orders must be prepaid by credit card or check/money order. Libraries
and institutions may use purchase orders.

Please check one:

I have enclosed a check made payable to the Institute for American Values.

Please charge my credit card: Visa MasterCard Amex

Card no. Expiration Date

Signature

Ship to (Please print):

Name

Address
(or company name)

Address

City/State/Zip Code

Daytime Phone No.

Email

[ ] Yes, I would like to receive the American Values
Reporter, the Institute’s periodic electronic newsletter.

Pricing information:

No of copies Price Shipping & Handling
1 to 4 copies $5.00 ea. $ 3.00
5-19 copies $3.50 ea. $ 6.00
20-29 copies $3.00 ea. $ 9.00
30-99 copies $2.50 ea. $12.00
100 and over $2.00 ea. calculated per order

Additional shipping charges apply on all foreign orders.

Quanity Unit Price Total
$

S & H $
Total $


