








The silver book award is named in honor of arthur 

e. and joann rasmussen whose unwavering faith in 

the power of ideas to make positive social change has been 

a sustaining force in the life and work of the Institute for 

American Values.

the arthur e. & joann rasmussen silver book award 

presented by the Board of Directors of the Institute for 

American Values, gratefully recognizes the exceptional 

achievement and contribution of individuals whose body 

of thought and personal commitment has advanced the 

mission of the Institute for American Values. 



Don S. Browning

Don Browning is the Alexander Campbell Professor Emeritus 

of Ethics and Social Science at the University of Chicago’s 

Divinity School. 

An ordained minister, devoted teacher and indefatigable 

scholar, Professor Browning has produced numerous books over 

four decades, winning an international reputation for seminal 

works in practical theology, religious ethics and the philosophy 

of science. As Director of Lilly Endowment’s Religion, Culture 

and Family Project, he brought the insights of religion and 

ethics to bear on the “culture wars” debate over the family. This 

collective scholarly enterprise inspired a rich body of critical 

thought on the postmodern family in the United States and 

across the world that is unparalleled in its scope and  

originality. His intellectual leadership is matched by his  

ethical passion for justice and equality and by his generosity  

to all who seek to learn from him.

JEAN BETHKE ELSHTAIN

Jean Bethke Elshtain is the Laura Spelman Rockefeller  

Professor of Social and Political Ethics at the University of 

Chicago’s Divinity School.

Professor Elshtain is prodigiously accomplished as a  

political philosopher, with a body of work on religion, politics, 

and international relations that includes an outstanding number 

of books, essays, and endowed lectureships. Widely recognized 

as one of America’s most influential public intellectuals,  

Professor Elshtain’s thought has extended beyond the academy. 

Public servant as well as public intellectual, Professor Elshtain 

has given generously of talent and time, serving on President 

Bush’s Commission on Bioethics, on the Board for the  

National Endowment for Democracy, and as the holder of the 

Maguire Chair in Ethics at the Library of Congress. A witty 

and trenchant critic, she has contributed to journals of civic life 

and opinion on both the right and the left. In all her work, she 

consistently brings a morally serious and fearlessly independent 

perspective to bear on some of the most serious and and  

contentious issues in contemporary public life.
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NORVAL D. GLENN

Norval D. Glenn is the Ashbel Smith Professor in Sociology 

and Stiles Professor in American Studies at the University of 

Texas at Austin.

Over more than four decades, and in well over one hundred 

journal articles, book chapters, and monographs, Norval D. 

Glenn’s research has probed such topics as the social and  

demographic correlates of marital success in the United States; 

geographic patterns of divorce; the culture of courtship on 

college campuses; the effects of divorce on the religious  

identities of young people; and trends in scholarship on family 

change. A past editor of the Journal of Family Issues and  

member of numerous editorial boards, Professor Glenn is a 

member of the Research Advisory Groups for both the  

Oklahoma Marriage Initiative and the Texas Healthy Marriage 

Initiative, and has consistently sought to bring the best  

scholarship to bear on the public debate on marriage in America.

H.E. ABDULLAH AL-SALIMI

His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah al-Salimi is the Minister of 

Religious Affairs & Endowments of the Sultanate of Oman.

H.E. Sheikh Abdullah is a vocal supporter for the place of 

reason in the religious tradition. He has edited the seminal opus 

in jurisprudence authored by his grandfather Nur al-Din  

Abdullah al-Salimi, a major reference shaping the legal  

framework of Oman and beyond. A determined supporter of 

tolerance and dialogue, H.E. Sheikh al-Salimi has steered his 

Ministry toward assuming an active role in inter-civilizational 

communication. The Scholars Exchange program between the 

Institute for American Values and the Sultanate of Oman is 

the direct product of his vision. His Excellency has provided 

the Institute for American Values with generosity, hospitality, 

and sponsorship that embody the nobility of the mission of 

mutual understanding in which he is engaged.



JUDITH WALLERSTEIN

Judith Wallerstein is a clinical psychologist and researcher  

whose groundbreaking three-decade investigation into the 

effects of divorce on children revolutionized the scholarly 

consensus, informed judicial decision-making and changed  

the public debate. 

Dr. Wallerstein’s seminal work, which includes Surviving 

the Breakup: How Children and Parents Cope with Divorce; Second 

Chances: Men, Women and Children a Decade after Divorce, and 

the best-selling Unexpected Legacy of Divorce: A Twenty-Five 

Year Landmark Study, brought impeccable research and  

insightful analysis to bear on the previously neglected topic of 

children experiencing parental divorce. Lucidly and  

sensitively written, her books have reached a wide popular 

audience as well. A fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation Study 

Center in Bellagio, Italy and the Center for Advanced Study 

in the Behavior Sciences in Stanford, California, Dr. Wallerstein 

is widely considered the world’s foremost authority on parental 

divorce and a fierce and tender advocate on behalf of voiceless 

and vulernable children. She is the founder of the Judith  

Wallerstein Center for the Family in Transition.

RIDWAN AL-SAYED

Ridwan al-Sayed is a Professor of Islamic Studies at Lebanese 

University in Beirut, Lebanon.

Professor al-Sayed is a graduate of both al-Azhar, the  

foremost center of Islamic learning worldwide in Cairo, and of 

Tübingen University in Germany. Dr. al-Sayed has served as 

an effective bridge for civilizational understanding in the 

Middle East. He is tireless in his critique of extremism and 

intolerance in modern Arab and Islamic thought, culture and 

politics. A prolific writer, and a mentor to a generation of 

scholars, Dr al-Sayed has persistently called for a confident 

Islam to accept the evolving modernity of the global age. Dr. 

al-Sayed was editor for the influential Arabic journal al-Ijtihad 

from which we take the inspiration for the Institute for  

American Values’ forthcoming journal IjtihadReason: Ideas  

that Move the World. He is a pivotal figure in the efforts of  

the Institute for American Values to build a sound basis  

for sustained engagement with the Muslim world.
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